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Fish Farming's Growing Dangers [TIME  
By Ken Stier Wednesday, Sep. 19, 2007]  
Close to 40% of the seafood we eat  
nowadays comes from aquaculture; the  
$78 billion industry has grown 9% a year  
since 1975, making it the fastest-growing  
food group, and global demand has  
doubled since that time.  

Protein decomposing bacteria 
decompose proteins left behind 
by fish food and fish waste 
converting it into amino acids. 
Then anaerobic bacteria 
further convert the amino acids 
into ammonia. The more ammonia 
in the water the worse an 
environment for the fish and fish 
farming in general as ammonia is 
harmful for the health of fish.  
 
Aerobic bacteria which usually 
lives at the bottom of the water  
oxidizes ammonia and converts it 
into nitrite salts, meaning that the 
more aerobic bacteria that there is 
in the aquaculture farming pond  
the better environment the water  
becomes for fish or other organisms. ���������	��	�������� ���	��	
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